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responsible. Field exercises and musketry were vigorously
pursued, and by the regimental and brigade parade in the
spring I had my company well in hand. My principle
was solely to appeal to the honourable instincts and under-
standing of my Grenadiers : our company must be the best
in the regiment in drill, musketry, gymnastics, field exercises,
and, above all, in guard duty. Off duty my Grenadiers should
bear themselves in such a manner that wherever they went
they would be recognised as belonging to the Second Company.
Guard duty plays a principal part in the training of troops,
since it is a means of instilling in the men a sense of duty
and responsibility which will qualify them for independent
action. To my great joy, in my company it became a point
of honour never to miss or fail in guard duty. My principle
justified itself by its results, and in the entire period up to the
autumn of 1881 it was only necessary to inflict one severe
punishment. My officers, Lieutenant von Hoepfner and the
Second Lieutenants Baron von WilHsen, von Leipziger, von
Eckartsberg, von Kleist and von Hopffgarten, assisted me
with skill in the leadership of the company, as did Sergeant-
Major Schumann.

During the Imperial manoeuvres, which took place this year
in the neighbourhood of Gross-Ziethen, many interesting
battle-problems came before me. I specially remember one
moment when, through a surprise attack, undertaken on my
own initiative, I was able to fling back the enemy at the
precise moment when my grandfather and father with their
staffs, and many observers, reached the company. The
battalion commander, enraged by my independent action, was
only prevented from pouring the vials of his wrath over me by
the commendation for it which he received from the Imperial
mouth. In bivouac, later, he lectured me about it with
gentle hints that I had, the more readily, acted in a manner
contrary to orders because of the presence of a distinguished
company of observers. I replied that in war I would have
acted in exactly the same way, and, perhaps, like the battalion
commander, would have been commended. For he, naturally,
gave it to be understood that he had given the order.